
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD  
POLICIES GOVERNING 

GRANT AGREEMENTS AND CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
 

 
 

IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW OF POLICIES 
 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

The Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) shall establish and regularly review policies 
to ensure public confidence and accountability in grant agreements and 
conservation easements purchased with grant funds approved by the WCB.  
Exceptions to these policies are to be approved by the WCB. 

Adopted:  08/17/06. 
 
 

GRANT AGREEMENTS 
 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

Staff shall develop standard grant agreements designed to allocate fiscal resources 
and facilitate the completion of projects.  Grant agreements shall be consistent with 
the policies established by the WCB and clearly state the purposes of the 
conservation effort.  The defined purposes must, at a minimum, articulate and be 
consistent with the purposes and requirements of the funding source(s) used to pay 
for the conservation effort and identify the resources and conservation values to be 
protected.  The defined purposes of the grant must also be included in the 
appropriate conveyance documents (deed or conservation easement). 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 

 

 

RETENTION OF DOCUMENTS  
 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

Approved appraisals, conformed copies of recorded conveyance documents, title 
reports and title policies, baseline conditions reports, transaction documents, 
management plans, and monitoring reports, as applicable, shall be provided to the 
WCB and retained in the WCB offices. 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 



 
BASELINE CONDITIONS REPORT 

 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

Prior to the close of escrow for the acquisition of a conservation easement 
purchased with funds approved by the WCB, WCB shall have approved 
documentation providing detailed information on the condition of the property to be 
protected.  The documentation (Baseline Conditions Report) shall be tailored to the 
purposes of the grant and the specific conservation values to be protected by the 
conservation easement.  Descriptions of the condition of the property and 
conservation values should be sufficiently detailed to allow for meaningful future 
comparisons.  
The Baseline Conditions Report must be completed, signed, and certified by the 
landowner(s) and the grantee by the close of escrow.  The certification must confirm 
that the Baseline Conditions Report is a current and accurate description and 
representation of the property, the health of its resources and conservation values 
as of the closing.   
The Baseline Conditions Report shall provide a narrative that characterizes the 
overall general condition of the conservation values protected by the conservation 
easement.  For purposes of baseline documentation, the report must provide 
descriptions that are clearly defined and sufficiently detailed to allow for meaningful 
future comparisons and must:  (a) describe and document the features and 
characteristics of the property in relation to the purposes, conservation values, and 
terms of the conservation easement at the time the conservation easement is 
granted; (b) describe and document the conservation values and resources to be 
protected by the conservation easement; (c) contain all information necessary for 
the grantee to administer, monitor and enforce the conservation easement; and (d) 
include a copy of the recorded conservation easement.  The grant agreement shall 
include minimum requirements for the content of a Baseline Conditions Report. 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 



 
MONITORING GRANTS AND CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 

 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 
 

I. Compliance monitoring shall assess compliance with the terms of the 
conservation easement and grant agreement and note any changes to the property 
as compared to the Baseline Conditions Report and the prior monitoring report.  

 
 

II. Prior to the close of escrow for the acquisition of a conservation easement 
purchased with funds approved by the WCB, WCB shall have approved an 
individualized monitoring protocol for the property to be protected. Using the 
Baseline Conditions Report as a benchmark, the monitoring protocol should be 
adaptive and address the purposes, frequency, timing and methods of monitoring 
the property to be carried out by the grant recipient (grantee).  The monitoring 
protocol is the framework that will guide the preparation for and implementation of 
the grantee’s monitoring of the conservation easement.  
 
 
III. The monitoring protocol must be tailored to address the purposes, terms and  
conditions of the conservation easement and the purposes of grant.  The grant 
agreement shall include minimum requirements for a monitoring protocol and 
describe a process for amending the protocol as necessary, over time.   
 

 
IV.  All grant agreements shall require the grantee to monitor land protected with 
a conservation easement purchased with funds allocated by the WCB.  The grantee 
shall monitor the property at least annually to assess compliance with the terms and 
conditions of the conservation easement, as well as whether the purposes of the 
conservation easement and the grant agreement are being met.  The grantee shall 
provide a written report of its monitoring activities and the results of such monitoring 
to the WCB in accordance with the approved monitoring protocol.  The monitoring 
report shall document and describe the monitoring activities in a manner that 
demonstrates the monitoring was conducted in accordance with the monitoring 
protocol approved by the WCB. 
  

 
V. At the request of the WCB, not less than once, in any period of three  
calendar years, the grantee shall arrange for the WCB to access the protected 
property to assess compliance with the terms, covenants and conditions of the grant 
agreement.  To the extent possible, such visits will be scheduled at the time of the 
grantee’s annual monitoring visit. 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 



 
EASEMENT TRANSFERS AND EXTINGUISHMENT 

 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

I. The grant agreement shall contain language that requires WCB to approve 
the transfer of any conservation easement.  

 
II. The landowner and the easement holder cannot voluntarily extinguish the 
conservation easement.  Conservation easements whether in whole or in part,  
can only be extinguished through appropriate legal proceedings (e.g., eminent 
domain). 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 

 
DEFAULT AND REMEDIES 

 
 
It is the policy of the Wildlife Conservation Board that: 

Grant agreements are to include remedies, which the WCB may exercise if any 
essential term or condition of the agreement is violated.  Remedies must include, 
but are not to be limited to, the right to seek specific performance of the grant 
agreement and the right to require the Grantee to transfer its interest in the 
conservation easement to the state or a qualified third party, as the WCB may elect. 

Adopted:   08/17/06. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


